FEEDING YOUR PUPPY OR ADULT DOG 
Cherry Hill Animal Clinic 

Choosing a quality dog food is important to optimize the health of your dog.  Make sure to consider the following:

1. Purchase dog food made by a well- established dog food manufacturer and not a “store brand” food.  The following brands can be considered:
Purina Pro Plan 

Royal Canin



Wellness

Iams or Eukanuba

Science Diet or Hills

Evo 

Natural Balance

Ideal Balance by Hills


2. Avoid purchasing dog food from new companies or “designer” food companies.  Be aware that feeding an “all natural” food is sometimes not best for every dog.  

3. When switching to a new food, always transition your dog to the new food over a 10-day period. Add 10% of the new food to the old food each day-to avoid gastrointestinal upsets.  Never switch “cold turkey”!

4. The younger the puppy, the more often it needs to be fed.  Five to eight-week old pups should be offered softened food every 4-6 hours initially.  With age, the frequency of meals can be reduced.  Eventually, by 6 months of age, almost all dogs should be fed twice daily.  We recommend meals instead of free choice feeding to help control weight.
5. Limit treats!  Avoid colored, salty or semi-moist types of treats.  You can use a small amount (1-2 pieces) of your dog’s kibble as treats.  You may also consider using human foods like cooked/freeze-dried, tiny pieces of chicken or liver, raw carrots, plain rice cakes, ice cubes or cooked green beans.  
What NOT to Feed

· Pork products, any kind of animal bones, raw eggs or raw meat.  
· High-fat foods or treats (danger of pancreatitis).
· Foods/treats with artificial dyes

· Chocolate, garlic, onions, or chewing gums.  These are toxic to dogs and should NEVER be fed in any amount.

